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some 200 rifles in February, 1913, who were en route
to punish the tribe for raiding for heads on our side
of the border, took place in the day time and on
fairly open hills and spurs. Being absolutely surprised,
although warning had been given that these people
did mean to fight which was generally disbelieved,
the column lost several sepoys and many transport
coolies both shot and cut down ; and at one time,
as panic set in amongst the coolies, things looked
for a bit extremely awkward. Of the losses to the
Nagas little or nothing was known, but they drew
off towards evening. A stronger force was shortly
afterwards sent up which, having a practically free
hand, went through those hills and exacted possibly
the most complete amount of reparation of any
previous expedition since the " 'fifties," and did it
in a remarkably short time. The operations of this
column have now led to the placing of a military
post in the Tantok hills to preserve order, the border
line having been advanced eastwards some distance.

From these and other instances of fighting in the
open it is apparent that the original tactics of these
tribes have been modified to suit the situation of
contending with an enemy generally better armed
and, in these days, with modern rifles, when attacks
en masse can only have a disastrous ending to those
making them. Surely then, they can with greater
justice be called astute rather than altogether cowardly.
Their tactics are the best that can be devised to suit
their numbers, weapons, and country, so we can
hardly blame these savages for not more often meeting
us out in the open. For instance, in the Chin hills,
whose people and country are not very dissimilar